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Uncle Greg Muir
Yorta Yorta man Uncle Greg Muir first painted in 1971. 
Over the years Uncle Greg has developed an art 
practice spanning performance and visual arts.

Uncle Greg Muir has worked with AAV for decades. 
Uncle Greg performs as part of the Weave Theatre 
Company. Weave create movement theatre and have 
worked in partnership and as an auspiced company 
of AAV for many years.

Uncle Greg’s painting practice has been bolstered by 
AAV’s auspicing service. Additionally Uncle Greg is 
part of AAV’s mentorship program.

Over recent years AAV has presented more 
and more exhibitions of Uncle Greg’s paintings, 
culminating this year in a 50- year retrospective of 
Uncle Greg’s work. This landmark exhibition in Uncle 
Greg’s practice saw Uncle Greg’s work acquired by 
leading state collections. 

Uncle Greg Muir’s paintings are now acquired 
by the state’s leading art collections

Uncle Greg Muir at Home

Greg Muir, I ride my wheelchair on our Ancestors’ land, oil on canvas, 2018. 

Above: Greg Muir, Going On Tour, acrylic on canvas.

Left: Greg Muir holding his works A Trip to Nowhere 
in the Country, 2021.

Right: Greg Muir, Junior Hostel, acrylic on canvas.

Below: Greg Muir, Parents - Mum And Dad, Pop 
And Nanna, acrylic on canvas.
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Beau Windon

Beau Windon is a neurodivergent writer of Wiradjuri 
descent. Beau first contacted AAV’s auspicing service 
in 2020. Beau had written the early stages of a Young 
Adult novel and wanted support to apply for funding 
for its development. AAV supported Beau through the 
application process, which was successful. Beau’s 
continued to receive grants and awards for his writing 
on the strength of this growing portfolio of writing.

Beau has since been employed by AAV on a number 
of different projects. Beau has served as a grants 
assessor for individual arts projects. Beau has also 
worked as a facilitator for AAV’s Youth programs. Beau 
facilitated a popular session on Authenticity in Art.

In 2022 Beau Windon was a finalist in two categories 
of the Lord Mayors Creative Writing Awards.

Beau Windon continues to enjoy a full time writing 
career since first engaging with AAV in 2020.

Beau Windon. Photo courtesy of the artist. 

Screen Shot of the Griffith Review Website Article, 2023.
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Fiona Taylor

Fiona Taylor works across a variety of mediums. These include 
painting, printmaking, ceramics, sculpture, digital animation and 
photography. 

Fiona Taylor joined AAV as part of the Artstop Studio. When she 
joined she had been creating visual artworks across a variety of 
mediums for a number of years. She came to Artstop with a curiosity 
as to what her next creative pursuit might be, and a desire to 
connect with fellow artists. After being a part of the AAV community 
through this group for a number of years, her appetite for artistic 
opportunities became evident and she showed a willingness to join 
more communities within AAV. Fiona next joined AAV’s Nimbus 
Studio. 

Alongside Artstop and Nimbus, Fiona signed up to be a mentee 
through AAV. She worked towards solo exhibitions, group 
exhibitions, workshops, and more. 

Fiona is now proudly studying a Diploma of Visual Arts at RMIT. 

From Arts Access Victoria to full 
time university visual arts course.

Fiona Taylor, 
Cockatoo, 2014, 
Animaged in 2020. 
Presented as part of 
Either in the 2020 
Fringe Festival.

Fiona Taylor, Military Macaw, Gouache and ink on paper, 2014.

Fiona Taylor, EndangeRED, Print. 2022. 

Fiona Taylor,  Where Have They All Gone?, Collage 2020.
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Joe Monteleone

Joe Monteleone is a Deafblind printmaker. 
Joe first contacted AAV after retiring 
from a long career in the public sector 
and was studying a Diploma in Visual 
Art. AAV supported Joe to apply for a 
grant under the City of Port Phillip and 
AAV Thrive program. Joe visited the AAV 
office to record a video application for the 
funding round, and was successful. The 
Thrive program was an innovative funding 
program for Deaf and Disabled artists.

Joe held an engaging exhibition at 
Gasworks Arts which developed Joe’s 
practice. With AAV’s auspicing support 
Joe next received funding through the City 

of Melbourne. Joe created an astonishing 
linocut print of Flinders Street Station that 
took over 800 hours to make. It premiered 
as a major exhibition at Federation Square. 
The exhibition reached a huge audience 
and more Australians were introduced to 
Deafblind culture and Usher syndrome as 
part of Joe’s activism and advocacy.

In 2023, Joe received a Creators Fund 
grant from Creative Victoria. 

Joe’s work is moving into sculpture and 
will communicate Deafblind experience to 
audiences in his new project. 

Throughout Joe’s journey he has been 
supported and advised by AAV.

Joe Monteleone, Flinders 
Street Station plates. 

Image from The Gardian. 
Photograph: Alana 

Holmberg/Oculi.

Joe Monteleone at his studio. Photo by Jess Leane.

 

I think AAV is an amazing 
organisation. I have received a 
lot of support from AAV and they 
have helped me with all my grant 
applications. Without AAV I would 
not have achieved all I have.
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Tamar Dolev
Tamar was introduced to AAV through a friend. 
Tamar was supported by AAV’s Intake Coordinator 
to apply for the NDIS. Tamar was successful in 
receiving an NDIS plan, and one that supported 
Tamar’s already very active art making.

Tamar received funding and support to begin a 
mentorship at AAV. The mentorship supported 
Tamar to create distinct and specific goals for her 
art practice. 

Tamar has since been successful in receiving 
funding for her work from local government with 
support of AAV’s auspicing service.

Tamar is currently part of a residency program at 
Police Point and continues to receive support from 
AAV for her growing art practice.

AAV is awesome and my mentor is amazing. 
I now see myself as a professional artist 
as my confidence has grown enormously. 
There are lots of opportunities that I would 
not have had or known about.

Tamar Dolev holds two paintings in their St Kilda studio. 
Tamar has received support from AAV’s auspicing 
services, support to apply for the NDIS, and is part of AAV’s 
mentorship program. Photo by Andrea Hughes

A diorama by Tamar Dolev, cardboard, acrylic paint, fabric, 2022. 
Exhibited as part of the Music Makers exhibition at Collingwood Yards, 
2022. 

Below: Tamar Dolev, Confetti, Large collage on board, 2021.
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Yousef Alreemawi
Yousef Alreemawi is a Palenstinian-Australian 
musician and artsworker. Yousef’s ensemble Tarab 
Band create classical Arab music with a twist, and 
Yousef facilitates cultural experiences and producers 
multi-arts events across Australia.

Yousef contacted Arts Access Victoria for support 
to apply for Creative Victoria’s Victorian Touring 
Music Initiative. Yousef received support in creating 
a touring schedule and roadmap for a tour of six 
regional venues. The success of Yousef’s tour and 
project led to invitations to perform at four more 
venues immediately following. These included  
the Arts Centre Melbourne and the Melbourne 
Recital Centre. Sustained grant support over 2022 
developed Yousef’s grant writing expertise and 
management experience.

Tarab Band performing at Arts Centre 
Melkborune as part of Alter State festivasl, 
2022. Photo by Kate Disher-Quill

Yousef recently received the Australia Council for 
the Arts Arts and Disability initiative 2022- 2024.
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Katina Anapaikos 

Katina Anapaikos has been a practicing artist for 
decades. Katina is one of the longest standing 
members of Arts Access Victoria’s Art Day South 
studio which recently marked 30 years as a studio. 
Katina’s practice is prolific, creating masses 
of expressive, large-scale paintings. She has 
developed a distinctive style which explores line, 
form, and colour through rhythmic and confident 
gestures. Her paintings have proudly been 
exhibited within multiple group exhibitions, most 
recently Art Day Smackdown (2022). 

Katina’s involvement with Art Day South has also 
introduced her to new art forms, most notably 
music. She quickly gravitated to experimental 
music making, becoming a key member of the Art 
Day South band from 2017-2020 and creating solo 

audio works including Katina, Katina, Katina (2020). 

More recently, Katina has returned to focus on 
her paintings, creating larger and larger scale 
works. Katina recently presented her self-titled 
debut solo exhibition in 2022 at Seventh Gallery. 
The exhibition was accompanied with an essay by 
Matt Siddall, sensitively describing Katina’s joyful 
and experimental practice and contextualizing 
her practice within local contemporary painting 
practice. Soon after her exhibition, Katina was 
commissioned to create a mural for Vic Health. 
Her painting proudly hangs in the Spencer St 
headquarters, advocating for Deaf and Disabled 
artists.  

It’s epic, it’s colourful. I’m not sure what 
it is, but it’s very colourful. Blue, green, 
black, pink, yellow. They’re pretty big.

- Artist and friend Jonathon 
Thompson on Katina’s latest works

Top: Katina Anapaikos Solo exhibition, installation view. Seventh Gallery, 2022. Photo by Lauren Dunn

Katina Anapaikos Untitled, Acrylic on MDF, 2019. Arts Access Victoria, Multicultural Arts Victoria and Regional Arts Victoria formed a curatorial team to loan 
artworks for offices of VicHealth.

Katina Anapaikos Untitled, Acrylic on MDF, 2019. 
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Dut Garang

Dut Garang, aka SADBOY, contacted 
Arts Access Victoria’s auspicing service.

We supported Dut to apply for a Creative 
Victoria Victorian Music Industry 
Recovery Grant. 

Dut recorded an EP under the moniker 
SADBOY and worked with a team of 
professionals to create an entire brand 
and universe as part of the project. The 
production of the EP and the associated 
branding and merchandise was a timely 
boost to a sector impacted by the COVID 
19 pandemic. The project employed 
six creatives on animations, branding, 

recording, mixing and mastering. The 
SADBOY universe complimented 
Dut’s interest in gaming. Additionally, 
the creation of avatars is attractive to 
many Disabled artists who are less 
comfortable performing live.

Dut’s project was a perfectly timed 
project that connected the communities 
around Artful Dodger Studios and 
Arts Access Victoria. It showcased a 
dynamic young recording artist and has 
enjoyed success on streaming platforms 
with over 10,000 streams in the first six 
months of release.

I liked the different ways we made the songs. It was helpful 
to my learning when I came up with ideas for songs and 
Jesse, the engineer, and Cassie, the vocalist and guitarist, 
showed me different ways to expand my song writing process.

Dut Garang at the recording desk creating the Sadboy EP. Photograph: Stevie Lee Fisher Photography. 

Right: Dut Garang Sadboy Promotional Image by Charlie 
Ashfield and Sebastian Chesney.
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Jonathon Thompson
Jonathan Thompson began his artistic journey with 
AAV’s Get Out! Studio. He has since enjoyed a prolific 
and successful career as an artist. His dream is to 
become a renowned artist, leaving his mark on the world. 

Jonathon joined Get Out! in 2000, finding the cooperative 
studio environment both stimulating and encouraging. 
As a result, Jonathan also joined the Art About and Art 
Day South studios. His involvement in each of these 
studios provided an excess of opportunities to become 
involved in. More recent examples include creating public 
sculptures for the Thomas Street Reserve Playground 
(2021) and his involvement in group exhibitions such as 
Fantastic, Yes (2021) and Art Day Smackdown (2022). 

The studios also provided him with exposure to a wide 
variety of materials and methods, along with the time to 
develop his own artistic language and goals. He found 
a love and a natural talent for sculpture. To support his 
interest fully, studio staff assisted Jonathan to secure 
a mentorship (2021) and a residency with the Yarra 
Sculpture Gallery (2022). Through his mentorship, 
Jonathan was able to focus on more independent goals 
and as a result he created a series of bronze sculptures, 
completed two solo exhibitions and gained gallery 
representation with & Gallery in Sorrento.  

Currently Jonathan is still involved with Get Out! and Art 
Day South, contributing to two major group exhibitions. 
He is also in the early stages of writing a collection of 
dramatic short stories and plays, looking to publish with 
the support of a mentor in the future.    

From studio artist to gallery 
representation – pursuing the  
dream of world renowned artist

Left: Jonathon Thompson speaking at Creative Exchange with Digby 
Webster, The Other Film Festival, 2023. Photo by Theresa Harrison

Right: Jonathon Thompson, 
Summer Residency at the 
Yarra Sculpture Gallery, 2022. 
Photo by Leon Vandegraff

Above Jonathon Thompson Studio Work 
at Get Out!, 2021.

Above: Jonathon Thompson, Bronze Figure, 2021. This work was funded by 
a Frankston City’s Artist Project Grant and proudly auspiced by Arts Access 
Victoria.

Above: Jonathon 
Thompson, Devil 
Woman and 
Zombie, 2019 - 2021.  
Exhibited as part of 
Fantastic Yes, by Art 
Day South, 2021.
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Irene Zhong
Irene Zhong took part in Arts Access Victoria’s 
Music Makers Mentorship program in 2021. 
The Music Makers program was a pilot project 
to increase accessibility in the music industry 
for Deaf and Disabled artists. Irene worked 
with mentor Parvyn over several months, 
culminating in a performance at Collingwood 
Yards.

In 2021, Irene applied for AAV’s devolved 
funding initiative, Accelerate, and was 
successful in receiving an ‘Accelerate: Nurture’ 
grant. Irene is using the funding to create a new 
series of compositions, entitled Protest Songs.

Since then Irene’s career has been bolstered 
by a variety of opportunities. They premiered 
their classical composition, ‘Sappho Fragments’, 
commissioned by Melbourne Recital Centre 
(May 2022).

Irene Zhong is one half of the dream-pop duo 
Between Mirrors, with Nicholas Gray. Their first 
EP, Blue Dreams, was released in August 2022.

Irene Zhong has performed at the Alter State 
Festival and in 2023 performed at Mini Snug 
Rock at The Channel, Arts Centre Melbourne.

Since meeting AAV, Irene is now 
performing at Australia’s leading 
music venues


