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Obtaining Consent from Participants in Artistic and Craft-based Community Workshops 

– a model for best practice.
Background

Throughout Victoria people with disabilities regularly participate in creative workshop programs. These programs span across many artforms - from fine arts, to performance, crafts and music.

Issues have been raised regarding the protection of people’s right’s relating to intellectual property, the usage of their image, the artwork or artform that they produce in workshop-type settings. Further, it has been identified that the consent form provided by the organisations facilitating such activities need to made truly accessible, and understandable to all participants, no matter what the disability.

These documents aim to:

1. Assist artists with various disabilities or those who experience mental illness in understanding the ownership, intellectual property and copyright  issues in the making or reproduction of their work.

2. Provide tools for individuals/organisations wishing to facilitate artistic practice workshops to fulfil their legal obligations in conducting such activities.
Guidelines on implementing the Consent Form

1. Someone new commences, choose appropriate version of the document - 

a. Standard English

b. Large Print

c. Easy English

2. Introduce the document to workshop participants in a way that suits their needs. This may mean either - 

a. A verbal introduction as to what the form is about.

b. Sitting with each person individually, and going through the form point-by-point.

c. Talking to the group as a whole, and following up with each person, according to their individual needs.

d. Liaising with family members/carers to ensure they understand the document if in the event they are filling it on behalf of the person they have guardianship over.

3. Factor an appropriate amount of time in to your project planning that allows participants and parents/carers time to complete forms.

4. When the form is returned to you, ensure that it is FULLY completed

5. Photocopy the document & return it to the participant, their family or carer for their records.

6. File the original signed document for your organisations records.

nsent Guidelines 
Guidelines on implementing the Consent

· For on-going projects, the agreement should be reviewed, or re-issued every 24 months.

· If work is to be exhibited or reproduced in some form, it is crucial that the artist, or the nominated guardian, is informed well-prior to the event.

· If it is deemed that sensitive, or private information is disclosed in an artwork, the facilitating artist/s or organisation must undertake measures to ensure that the privacy and dignity of the participants/artists you work with is maintained.

· Depending on the artists level of ability or cognition, the final outcome of the work relates to your duty of care and your responsibility to providing clear information. 

· Artworks must always acknowledge the creator of that artwork or artform. In artworks such as painting, photography, drawing, sculpture: 
Artists Name, Title of artwork, Media the work is created on or with, Year work was created.

· Please note that the artist reserves the right to withdraw consent at any stage of the production process – however with appropriate consultation this situation can most often be avoided.

For more information contact:
ARTS ACCESS VICTORIA

Victoria’s key body representing arts and disability.

http://www.artsaccess.com.au 

ARTS LAW CENTRE OF AUSTRALIA

A comprehensive source of information, and resources regarding artistic practices and the law.

http://www.artslaw.com.au/ 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF VISUAL ARTISTS (NAVA)

NAVA is the peak body representing and advancing the professional interests of the Australian visual arts and craft sector. NAVA undertakes advocacy and lobbying, research, policy and project development, data collection and analysis. It also provides expert advice, resources, professional representation and development and a range of other services. 

http://www.visualarts.net.au/ 

AUSTRALIAN COPYRIGHT COUNCIL

We provide information, advice and training about copyright in Australia. We also produce publications, do research, and make submissions on copyright policy issues.

http://www.copyright.org.au/ 

SCREEN AUSTRALIA

Available free from the Screen Australia website is a document titled INTRODUCTION TO COPYRIGHT AND RELATED ISSUES FOR DOCUMENTARY MAKERS. This document offers information that covers the basics of copyright law.

http://www.filmaust.com.au/production/default.asp?content=resources
HUMAN RIGHTS & EQUAL OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION

The Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission works to remove barriers to equality by conducting public inquiries, negotiating disability standards and guidelines for improved access and assisting organisations to develop Action Plans to meet their responsibilities. 
http://www.hreoc.gov.au/disability_rights/about_disability.html  

CREATIVE COMMONS AUSTRALIA

Creative Commons is a nonprofit that offers a flexible copyright for creative work. They offer a flexible range of protections and freedoms for authors and artists. We have built upon the “all rights reserved” of traditional copyright to create a voluntary “some rights reserved” system.

http://creativecommons.org.au 
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